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INFUENCE OF GROUP SIZE AND DISTANCE TO REFUGE ON
FORAGING OF PLATEAU PIKAS UNDER PREDATION RISK

BIAN Jianghui  JING Zengchun

(Northwest Plateau Ingtitute d Bidlogy , the Chinese Academy o Sciences, Xining, 810001, China)

LU Jike

(College d Life Sdence, Zhgiang University , Hangzhou , 310012 , China)

Abgract: The dfectsdf grouyp sze and digance to refuge on foraging of plateau pikas ( Ochotona curzonize) under
predation risk were examined in the pgper. Under predation risk environment , viglance increases sgnificantly a the
oo of decreasng feeding. The dfect of group sze on foraging is conplex. In the highed leve of risk environment ,
plateau pikas prefer to feeding near one other pika, feeding-dte is as close to burrow as possble in regonse to the
predation risk. However , in the sffe environment , they are willing to feeding done, the feeding- ste in the environ-
ment ismore wide than that in the risk environment. The dfect of didance to refuge on viglance isd o conplexin re-
gonse to the predation risk. Viglance increases as the digance to refuge increases, it occur mainly within 2 mfrom
refuge , and it does not gopear again in the risk environment when feedingfar from rfuge ( >3 m) , reflecting a trade-
of between the posshility o fly back refuge succes$ully and the dficiency of early detecting.

Key words: Predation risk; Hateau pikas (Ochatona curzoniae) ; Qoup sze; Digance to refuge
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