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Natural Ecosysem Servicesand Their Valuation

XU Shi-xiao, ZHAO Xin-quan, SUN PFing, ZHAO Tong-biao, ZHAO Wei
(Northwest Plateau Ingitute of Biology , Chinese Academy of Sciences, Xining 810001, China)

Abdract: Natura ecosygems services inply the naturd environmental conditions and their services
formed and sudained by natural ecosysem and eclogical process, on which, human life relies for
exigence. It supply human scieties with the production of ecosygem goods, such as food , forage,
timber , fud , naturd fiber and pharmaceutical , these goods represent important and familiar parts of
the ecoromy , d 9 natural ecosygems perform fundamental life- support services without which human
civilization world cease to thrive , these include the purification of air and water , nitigation of droughts
and floods, regeneration of il fertility , detoxification and decormpostion of wages, production and
maintenance of biodiverdty , regulation of climete. The human depends upon the services performed
“ for free” by ecosysems, but human activities are dready inpairing the flow of ecosysem serviceson
alarge scale. If current trends continue , humanity will drametically ater virtualy al of earth s remer
ining natural ecosysems within afew decades. In order to maintain sudainable ability of natura eco-
sysdems and human ocieties development , there is a critical need for undergand systematicaly and
protection natural ecosysems by powerful policy measure.

Keywor ds: natural ecosygem; services; human activity



