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Evolutionary mechanisms of species coexistence in ecol ogical communities
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Abgtract : Thisreview is divided into three parts. First, severa problemsin studying mechanisms of
species coexistence in ecologica communities are generdized. Second, ome concepts explaining plant
and animal ecies coexistence are reviewed. Within plant communities, these concepts include envi-
ronmentd factors, seed reimmigration , niche differentiation, balanced competition, speciespool , re-
generation niche , coexistence of ecologicaly Smilar pecies and the null community. Inanima commu-
nities, the effectsof patch, edge, congregation, digperson, interference and reponse to environmen-
tal heterogeneity are discused. Finally , coexistence of ecidists and generaists are discussed.
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