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Quantitative characteristics of degenerative succession in Festuca sinensis sowing grasdand in the alpine pas
toral area. ZHANG Yaosheng,ZHAO Xinquan ( Northwest Plateau Institute of Biology, Chinese Academy of
Sciences, Xining 810001) . -Chin. J. Appl. Ecol. ,2002,13(3) :285 289.

Quantitative characteristics of degenerative successon in Festuca sinensis owing grasdand in the apine pastora
area were studied. The results showed that with the successon developing ,number of ecies,richnessindex ,di-
verdty index ,and evennessindex were al increased ,but ecological dominance was decreased. Analydson impor-
tant values,niche width ,and niche overlaps proved that ome herb gpecies such as Ajania tenuifolia and Polygo-
mum sibiricum were pioneer plantsinvading sowing grasdand in the successon process. The pioneer plants had
wider niche widths than other gecies,and their important valuesincreased with the successon developing. Niche
overlgps between Festuca sinensis and other gecies were smaler than that between two latifoliate herbs gecies
in most case. The invason of latifoliate herbs was one of the most inportant factors,which made the sowing
grasdand more degenerative.

Key words  Festuca sinensis, Degenerative successon, Swing grasdand.
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Table 1 Changes on character values of plant community E0F m——-—-——‘Q"'_—‘——D—_GH
0 .. I Ay I All
Years dter Sedes _Richnessindex  Diversty  Evenness Emlogicd 0 3 ] 5 6
wing nmer g R index index dominance H M FH Grassland ages
(ind) index—
Thirdyear 24 3.42 0.83 2.18 0.683 0. 265 1 3

Fourthyear 29 4.24 1.06 2.32 0. 689 0. 226
Fifth year 34 506 1.30 2.48 0.703 0.178
Sxth year 37 563 1.52 2.70 0.748 0.121
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Fig. 1 Changes of importance vaues of 3 typicd plants.
. Festuca sinensis, Ajania tenuifdlia,
Potentilla anserine.
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Table 2 Community characteristics of 25 plants (relative val ue %)
Fecies 3 Third year grasdand 4 Fourth year grasdand

No.

Plant Coverage Dendty Fre  Biomass Pant Coverage Dendty Fre  Biomass

height quency height quency
1 Festuca si nensis 12.8 83.0 75.6 13.0 66. 1 12.4 76.7 69.8 11.6 57.5
2 F. orina 6. 69 1.60 3.69 7.80 6.19 6. 36 1.02 3.77 4.65 5. 66
3 Elymus sibiricus 13.4 2.50 4.76 7.80 7.27 13.0 2.81 4.72 4.65 6.59
4 E. nutans 13.0 1.14 2.50 5.20 4.21 13.0 1.02 2.42 3.49 3.90
5 Poa crymophina 5.15 0.83 1.67 3.90 1.73 5.72 0.90 2.02 3.49 2.04
6 Koeleria cristata 5.60 0.52 0.95 2.60 0.91 5.72 0.51 0.94 2.33 0.83
7 Agropyron cristatum 4.98 0. 62 0.83 1.30 0. 66 4. 77 0.64 0.94 1.16 0.65
8 Ajania tenuifolia 2.33 2.29 1.07 5.20 2.56 2.23 5.75 2.56 9.30 6. 40
9 Aster flaccidus 4.82 1.14 0.36 1.30 3.72 1.27 2.30 0.67 1.16 6. 86
10 Saussurea superba 1.71 1.25 0. 42 5.20 2.89 1.91 1.53 0.81 4. 65 3.62
11 Potentilla anserine 1.87 0.83 0.36 2.60 1.24 2.07 1.15 0.67 3.49 1.67
12 Ranuncul us pulchell us 2.64 0.52 1.67 1.30 0.25 2.86 1.15 0.28 1.16 0. 46
13 Aconitum gymanandrum 2.80 0.42 0.71 1.30 0.50 3.02 1.02 1.21 1.16 1.02
14 Morina chinensis 4.67 0.31 0.24 1.30 0.33 5. 09 0.38 0.40 1.16 0. 46
15 Polygonum sibiricum 2.18 1.14 1.43 3.90 0.08 2.38 1. 66 1.75 4.65 0.19
16 P. viviparum 2.49 0.21 1.43 2.40 0.25 2.38 0.26 1.75 3.49 0.28
17 Elsholtzia calycocarpa 1.87 0.31 1.31 5.20 0.41 2.07 0.38 1.75 5.81 0. 46
18 Pedicul aris kansuensis 2.33 0.21 0.24 1.30 0.17 2.86 0.38 0.27 2.33 0.28
19 Oxytropis kansuensis 2.64 0.21 0.12 1.30 0.08 2.38 0.26 0.27 1.16 0.19
20 O. ochrocephata 2.64 0.10 0.12 1.30 0. 08 2.38 0.13 0.13 1.16 0.09
21 L ancea tibetica 0. 46 0.21 0. 60 3.90 0. 08 0.48 0.26 0.81 4.65 0.19
22 Viola yedoensis 0.31 0.21 0.71 5.20 0.08 0.32 0.26 0.94 5.81 0.19
23 Glaux maritima 0.31 0.10 0. 60 5.20 0.08 0.32 0.13 0.94 5.81 0.19
24 Thalictrum al pinum 0. 46 0.10 0.36 3.90 0. 08 0.48 0.13 0.67 4.65 0.09
25 Gentiana straminea 1.24 0.10 0. 60 6. 49 0.08 1.27 0.26 0.94 6.98 0.19

Foecies 5 Ffth year grasdand 6 dxth year grasdand

No.

Rant Coverage Dendty  Fre Biomass  Pant Coverage Dendty  Fre  Biomass

height quency height quency
1 Festuca si nensis 12.1 66.0 62.6 10.0 45.8 11.4 45.7 50.5 6. 87 27.0
2 F. orina 6.38 0. 65 3.52 3.0 4.58 6.35 1.14 3.69 2.29 3.90
3 Elymus sibiricus 13.1 2.59 4.84 4.0 5.15 12.4 2.86 5.03 1.53 5.0
4 E. nutans 12.4 0. 65 2.35 3.0 4.10 11.9 0.71 2.35 2.29 3.50
5 Poa crymophina 5.70 0.78 1.91 1.0 2.67 5.35 1.0 2.01 1.53 1. 90
6 Koeleria cristata 5.87 0.52 0.88 1.0 0. 67 5.85 0.57 1.17 0.76 0. 60
7 Agropyron cristatum 4.87 0.78 0.73 1.0 0.67 4.85 0.71 0. 67 0.76 0.40
8 Ajania tenuifolia 2.35 12.9 5.72 10.0 14.3 2.68 0.26 9.40 7.63 27.0
9 Aster flaccidus 4.19 3.10 1.47 2.0 10.5 4.68 5.0 2.68 2.29 14.0
10 Saussurea superba 2.35 2.33 1.32 5.0 4.29 2.34 3.57 2.01 5.34 5.49
11 Potentilla anserine 2.35 1.42 1.32 5.0 2.0 2.34 1.71 1.85 4.58 3.30
12 Ranuncul us pulchellus 2.85 1.81 0.37 3.0 0.67 3.01 2.57 0.76 3.82 0.90
13 Aconitum gymanandrum 3.02 1.16 0.15 1.0 1.35 3.18 1.57 0.20 2.29 2.40
14 Morina chi nensis 4.87 0.26 0.29 1.0 0.29 5.18 0.43 0. 05 0.76 0.10
15 Polygonum sibiricum 2.35 1.81 2.05 5.0 0.19 2.34 2.0 2.68 6.11 0.30
16 P. viviparum 2.68 0.39 2.05 4.0 0.29 2.84 0.43 2.35 3.82 0.30
17 Elsholtzia calycocarpa 2.01 0.39 2.05 5.0 0.48 2.34 0.57 2.52 4.58 0.50
18 Pedicul aris kansuensis 2.52 0.52 0.29 3.0 0.29 2.84 0.57 0.50 3.05 0. 40
19 Oxytropis kansuensis 2.35 0.39 0.29 2.0 0.29 2.51 0.57 0.50 2.29 0.50
20 O. ochrocephata 2.68 0.26 0.15 2.0 0.29 2.68 0.17 0.17 2.29 0.50
21 L ancea tibetica 0.50 0.39 1.61 5.0 0.29 0.50 0.57 2.01 4.58 0.50
22 Viola yedoensis 0.34 0.39 1.03 6.0 0.29 0.33 0.57 1.51 6.11 0. 60
23 Glaux maritima 0.34 0.26 1.17 6.0 0.29 0.33 0.43 1.85 6.87 0.50
24 Thalictrum al pinum 0.50 0.13 0.88 5.0 0. 09 0.50 0.29 1.34 5.34 0.20
25 Gentiana straminea 1.34 0.26 1.17 7.0 0.19 1.34 0.43 2.18 6.11 0.30

3). 5 m 2, 5.2 2.2% 18 %,
(Aster flaccidus) 7.2 49. 6g- m” 2
(' Saussurea superba) ( Potentilla anser- 432g-m”?, 7.7 3
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Table 3 Niche breadth of 25 plant species

Importance va ues( %)

Species 3 4 5 6 ) Order 2 4D [10] .
Third Fourth  Ffth  Sxth bNé;Qteh
year year year year r 3.3
1 50.1 45.6 39.3 28.3 0. 408 1 3.3.1
2 5.19 4.29 3.63 3.47 0.041 5 T
3 7.15 6.35 5.94 5.36 0. 062 3
4 5.21 4.77 4.50 4.15 0. 046 4 !
5 2. 66 2.83 2.41 2. 36 0. 026 8
6 2.12 2.07 1.79 1.79 0.019 12
7 1.68 1.63 1.61 1.48 0.016 17 , ,
8 2.69 5.25 9. 05 9. 39 0. 066 2
9 2.27 2.45 4.25 5.73 0. 037 6 '
10 2.29 2.50 3. 06 3.75 0. 029 7
11 1.38 1.81 2.42 2.76 0.021 10 !
12 1.28 1.18 1.74 2.21 0.016 18 [10]
13 1.15 1.49 134 1.93 0.0151 9 '
14 1.37 1.50 1.34 1.30 0.014 21
15 1.75 2.13 2.28 2.69 0. 022 9 17
16 1.36 1.63 1.88 1.95 0.017 14 . 25
17 1.82 2.09 1.99 2.10 0. 020 11
18 0.85 1.22 1.32 1.47 0.012 23 3 4.
19 0. 87 0.85 1.06 1.19 0.010 24 3 3 6
20 0.85 0.78 1.08 1.19 0.010 25 !
21 1. 05 1.28 1.56 1.63 0.014 20 , 10
22 1.30 1.50 1.61 1.82 0.016 16
23 1.26 148 161 2.00 0.016 15 ( Fes
24 0.98 1.20 1.32 1.53 0.013 22
25 .70 1,93 1,99 207 0019 13 tuca ovina) ( Elymus nutans)
1) Festuca sinensis, 2) F. ovina, 3) Elymus O
sibiricus,4) E. nutans,5) Poa crymophina, 6) ( Elymus sibi ”CUS) ( 154 3)
Kodleria cristata,7) Agropyron cristatum, 8)
Ajania tenuifolia,9) Aster flaccidus,10) Saus- '
surea superba,11) Potentilla anserine,12) Ranun- ( 267
culus pulchellus,13) Aconitum gymanandrum, 14)
Mori na chinensis, 15) Polygonum sibiricum, 16) 9)
P. viviparum,17) Elsholtzia calycocarpa, 18)
Pedicul aris kansuensis, 19) Oxytropis kansuensis, 20) )
O. ochrocephata, 21) L ancea tibetica, 22)
Viola yedeensis, 23) Glaux maritima,24) Thalic
trum al pinum,25) Gentiana straminea. The same below.
4 25
Table 4 Niche overlaps of 25 plant species
. 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 0 11 122 13 14 1 16 17 18 19 20 20 2 2 24 5
Sedes
1
2 0.102
3 0.152 0.669
4 0.114 0.890 0. 751
5 0.063 0.619 0.414 0.551
6 0.048 0.475 0.317 0.422 0. 767
7 0.039 0.386 0.258 0.344 0.624 0.813
8 0.162 0.534 0.729 0.611 0.389 0.298 0.243
9 0.090 0.713 0.362 0.704 0.646 0.535 0.435 0.557
10 0.071 0.683 0.468 0.623 0.824 0.678 0.552 0.440 0. 784
11 0.051 0.505 0.338 0.449 0.776 0.809 0.729 0.317 0.569 0.722
12 0.039 0.387 0.258 0.344 0.625 0.761 0.866 0.243 0.436 0.553 0. 766
13 0.036 0.356 0.238 0.317 0.576 0.733 0.853 0.224 0.402 0.509 0.706 0.874
14 0.034 0.332 0.222 0.796 0.537 0.700 0.861 0.209 0.375 0.475 0.658 0.796 0.893
15 0.054 0.534 0.357 0.475 0.830 0.836 0.723 0.335 0.602 0.763 0.922 0.724 0.668 0. 623
16 0.042 0.411 0.275 0.366 0.665 0.835 0.891 0.259 0.464 0.588 0.815 0.902 0.867 0.806 0.771
17 0.049 0.483 0.323 0.429 0.780 0.934 0.800 0.303 0.544 0.690 0.870 0.788 0.739 0.689 0.896 0.853
18 0.030 0.293 0.196 0.261 0.474 0.618 0.759 0.184 0.331 0.419 0.581 0.752 0.822 0.851 0.549 0.713 0.608
19 0.024 0.239 0.160 0.213 0.387 0.504 0.620 0.150 0.270 0.342 0.474 0.619 0.672 0.721 0.449 0.582 0.496 0.813
20 0.024 0.235 0.157 0.209 0.380 0.500 0.609 0.148 0.265 0.336 0.466 0.608 0.660 0.708 0.441 0.572 0.488 0.802 0.977
21 0.034 0.333 0.223 0.296 0.538 0.701 0.839 0.209 0.376 0.476 0.659 0.846 0.897 0.900 0.624 0.809 0.690 0.880 0.719 0.707
22 0.038 0.376 0.251 0.334 0.607 0.788 0.920 0.236 0.424 0.537 0.744 0.919 0.931 0.873 0.704 0.913 0.779 0.780 0.637 0.626 0.886
23 0.039 0.383 0.256 0.341 0.619 0.780 0.911 0.241 0.432 0.547 0.759 0.944 0.929 0.847 0.718 0.924 0.794 0.765 0.625 0.614 0.869 0.972
24 0.031 0.303 0.203 0.270 0.490 0.639 0.778 0.191 0.342 0.434 0.601 0.782 0.851 0.871 0.568 0.738 0.629 0.962 0.789 0.775 0.911 0.807 0.792

[}
(331

0.047 0.464 0.310 0.413 0.750 0.916 0.832 0.292 0.523 0.663 0.866 0.815 0.769 0.717 0.869 0.887 0.961 0.632 0.516 0.507 0.718 0.810 0.826 0.654
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