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The can par ison of morphological character of Potentilla
anserina in two habitats

ZHOU Hua-kun, ZHOU L i,L U W ei, YAN Zuo-liang, ZHAO Xin-quan
(Northwest Plateau Institute of Biology, Chinese A cademy of Sciences, X ining 810001, China)

Abstract: Themorphological character of Potentilla anserina clone w ere studied by the
method of investigation in K obresia humilismeadow and Potentilla f ruticosa shrub, re-
gectively. M ost paraneters of Potentilla anserina clone in K obresia humilis meadow
w ere larger than those in Potentilla f ruticosa shrub Themorphological plasticity of Po-
tentilla anserina clone was significant in K obresia hum ilis meadow , w hich was closely
correlated w ith resource heterogeneity under different habitats T he study show ed a nev
proof for habitat adaptability hypothesis
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Tablel The sample number and its proportion of Potentilla anserina clonew ith different stolons

Potentilla f ruticosa shrub

K obresia hum ilis m eadow

(%) (%)
Sanple number  Proportion  Sample number  Proportion
1 ) Potentilla anserina 24 77 42 21 70 00
clonew ith one stolon
2 Potentilla anserina
clonew ith two stolons 6 1935 8 26 67
3 ) Potentilla anserina 1 323 1 3 33
clonew ith three stolons
22
( ) [17, 18]
2 (an)
Table 2 The height of genets and ramets, and ranet number
Ranet height
Genet Ramet
height First Seoond Third Fourth __humber
1 (n= 24) Potentilla 6 12+ Q 77 Q 66 Q 33t Q 25+ 183t
anserina clonew ith one stolon 182 Q 53 Q 69 Q22 Q 07 103
Potentilla 2 1 112+ Q 90+ 1 03t 0 30+ 2 17+
f ruticosa (n=6) First stolon 5 80+ 0 67 0 00 021 014 133
shrub Potentilla anserina 2 219 0 64+ 1 00+
clonew ith wo stolons Seoond stolon 017 / / / Q 00
1 (n= 21) Potentilla 7 43t 1 75+ 161t Q 89t 0 63t 2 14+
anserina clonew ith one stolon 169 Q82 169 Q 89 Q35 085
K cbresia 2 1 1 96t 108t 1 10+ 0 63t 2 13t
humilis (n=8) First stolon 7 45+ Q38 Q 40 Q 85 043 Q95
m eadow Potentilla anserina 2 197 119+  Q75&  Q40t / 1 25+
clonew ith o stolons Seond stolon Q 86 Q49 Q00 0 89




and little leaf number of compound leaf, repectively.
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Table 3 Character of genets compound leaf and ranets compound leaf
Potentilla f ruticosa shrub K obresia_hum ilism eadow
1 1
(n=6) Potentilla anserina (n= 6) Potentilla anserina
(n=24) clonew ith wo stolons (n= 21) clonew ith wo stolon
Potentilla Potentilla
anserina 1 2 anserina 1 2
clonew ith clonew ith
ane siolon 1st stolon 2nd stolon one stolon 1st stolon 2nd stolon
A 308tQ78 3 50+ Q 55 319+ Q 60 325071
Genet B 5 64+ 1 06 566+ 110 772+ 167 7324175
o 17 71+ 2 06 18 01+ 2 23 18 66+ 2 68 18 81+ 2 65
A 181029 107041 140+0Q055 113034 167t041 129049
1st B 098t 052 1626095 Q762043 192+08 228072 173115
o 724+ 125 8 17+ 183 650+ Q71 844+ 253 1050076 938215
A 120042 100£0Q00 / 100£000 100+0Q00 /
Ranet ond B Q76£0Q72 115007 / 227168 123:Q75 /
C 5 44+ Q 39 6 50+ 4 95 / 9 63t 3 42 8 00+ 1 41 /
A 117£ Q41 1 33t Q 58 / 111+ 033 100+ Q 00 /
3rd B 08%*08 127+012 / 135+ 113 130+0Q00 /
C 517+ 313 867£057 / 760+ 2 97 11 0+ Q 00 /
‘A BC (am) Note A,B, C means compound leaf number, compound leaf length (an)
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Table 4 Spacer parameters
Potentilla f ruticosa shrub K obresia_hum ilism eadow
1 2 1 2
_ (n= 6) Potentilla anserina _ (n= 8) Potentilla anserina
(n= 24) clonew ith wo stolons (n= 2.1) clonew ith wo stolons
Potentilla Potentilla
anserina First Seo% d anserina 1 2
clonew ith Ir n clonew ith i
anb <olon stolon <tolon ore <olon First stolon  Second stolon
First 136+08 12864035 1574039 141+Q5 18+08 191+088
Second 248+0Q73 308tQ75 2458092 323120 374+208 313+0Q92
Third 319+111 2 95+ Q 52 242+ Q 33 369t 144 367120 3 56 1 61
(am) Fourth 275+133 3724056 220+148 422+18 370+202 255304
L ength Fifth 266£221 323143 08071 393153 317+186 /
Sixth 2574220 280000 / 228+ 110 / /
A verage 23307 2774022 201038 289065 313+08 266052
End 202£121 322091 1558101 289t144 293+159 283155
First 110+ Q26 107+ Q 05 105+ Q27 117031 123020 108t Q12
Second 093+ 018 Q97+ Q 05 Q 87+ 0 18 Q 95+ Q 19 Q96+ Q 11 Q91+ Q 15
Third Q 86+ Q 17 088+ 0 18 Q76+ Q 21 Q 78t Q 17 Q 92+ Q 13 Q 74+ Q 28
(mm) Fourth 073020 084+013 043t021 Q7+032 084+024 Q55+049
Thickness Fifth Q70+039 070+010 Q45:Q07 Q824020 093+021 /
Sixth 050000 Q60+0Q00 / Q73+ 029 / /
A verage 087+019 090+008 Q77018 091+018 09%+Q06 Q90018
End 065031 068013 Q57028 068t022 079016 Q73030
L evel number 420114 433121 367t 121 386+ 131 388+ 146 313+t Q64
(an) Total length 10 25+ 4 68 12 5+ 3 23 7 40+ 2 09 1156+ 569 1238640 879270
/ (g/m)
D 1y mass/total length 1626065 179052 042041 190+103 173024 153039
25
. ( 5
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26
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Table 5 Root length of Potentilla anserina clone
Potentilla f ruticosa shrub K obresia_hum ilism eadow
1 2 1
_ (n= 6) Potentilla anserina _ (n=8) Potentilla anserina
(n= 2_4) clonew ith wo stolons (n= 2.1) clonew ith wo stolons
Potentilla Potentilla
anserina ,1 2 anserina ,2 2
clonew ith First Second clonew ith First Second
one stalon stolon stolon one stalon stolon stolon
Genet 3 60+ Q 69 3780 84 420+ 1 09 5 16+ Q 81
1st 043t 046 Q50+0Q42 / 2 00+ Q 00 / /
2nd Q 50+ Q 32 Q 60+ Q 42 / Q0 83+ 0 82 195+1091 /
Ramet 3rd 031023 063051 / 0 54+ Q 28 / /
4th 050+ 014 Q70+Q57 / 032+019 150000 /
A verage 044+ 009 Q61+ 008 / 092+Q75 173032 /

6
Table 6 Flowersand fruitsof Potentilla anserina clone
Potentilla f ruticosa shrub K obresia_hum ilis m eadow
1 2 1 2
(n= 6) Potentilla anserina (n=8) Potentilla anserina
(n= ?4) clonew ith wo stolons (n= 2,1) clonew ith wo stolons
Potentilla Potentilla
anserina _1 2 anserina : 2
clonew ith First Second clonew ith First Second
ane stolon stolon stolon ane stolon stolon stolon
o 100 / 100 100
Genet 330 / 410 2 93
4 00 / 700 200
o 100 100 / 100 100 /
1st B 220 310 / 343 200 /
Y 420 400 / 6 00 / /
« / / / / / /
Ramet 2nd B / / / / / /
Y / / / / / /
o / / / / / /
2 B / / / / / /
Y / / / / / /
xBY (an) Note & B ¥meansflower number, pedicel length (an) and achene number, repec-
tively:

117 77mg,
(P< Q 05)
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Table 7 The dry mass(mg) allocation to different modules
Potentilla f ruticosa shrub K obresia_hum ilis m eadow
1 2 1 2
(n=6) Potentilla anserina (n=8) Potentilla anserina
(n=24) clonew ith wo stolons (n=21) clonew ith wo stolons
Potentilla Potentilla
anserina 1 2 anserina 1 2
clonew ith First stolon  Second stolon  clonew ith First stolon  Second stolon
ane stolon one stolon
Genet above-ground 98 75+ 34 39 12Q 47+ 32 68 162 93+ 55 98 17Q 20+ 45 17
dry mass (47 23) (49 21) (47 46) (49 24)
Genet bellow-ground 60 87+ 23 66 71 13+ 34 67 105 21+ 36 96 101 38+ 42 54
dry mass (29 18) (29 06) (30 65) (29 33)
Genet 159 62+ 45 38 191 60+ 56 44 268 15+ 79 89 271 58+ 78 91
(76 51) (78 27) (78 11) (78 57)
Ramet above-ground 7 98t 4 46 6 28+ 7 36 3 08t 4 40 8 86 7 36 1599+ 474 491+ 450
dry mass (3 82 (2 57) (1 26) (2 58) (4 63) (1 42)
Ramet bellow-ground 1 00+ Q 53 3 48+ 3 46 / 224+£190 026000 /
dry mass (0 48) (1 42 (Q 65) (0 075)
Ramet 8 98+ 4 57 976+ 7 14 308t 4 40 1210769 16 25£4 95 491+ 450
(4 30) (3 99) (1 26) (352 (4 70) (142
. 24 80+ 12 48 9 70+ Q 00 3078t 2825 7 95t5 44 4 80+ Q 00
Flowers and fruits (11 89) (3 9%) / (8 99) (2 30) (1 39)
stolon 16 23+ 959 2000+ 987 1066436 2234+ 18 50 34 16+ 11 03 12 91+ 3 66
(7 78) (8 17) (4 35) (6 51) (2 88) (3 73
Clone 208 63+ 50 09 244 80+ 60 85 343 31+ 92 83 345 66+ 82 03
() %

Note The data in the' ()" are the proportionsof different modules to clone total dry weight The unit is* %".
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