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Hfect of Nedling Positions in Nests on the Parental Feeding
Rates in Robin Accentor ( Prunella rubecul oi des)

LIMingCa ZHAOLiang LILa-Xing ZHANG Xiao-Ai YI Xian- Feng
(Northwest Plateau Institute of Bidogy , Chinese Academy d Sdences, Xining 810001, China)

Abgract : This gudy was carried out in the Haibel Alpine Meadow Eologica Sygem Sation, the
Chinese Academy of Sciences ,during the breeding season of robin accentor in 2002. We invedigated
the relationship between nedtling pogtions in nests and parental feeding rates of robin accentor
( Prundla rubeculoides) . There was dgnificant variation in the proportion of total parenta (mae +
femde feedings gven to each postion (KruskasWallis H = 14.633, P<0.01, o = 3).
However , mae and female parents regponded differently to the certain podtions of neglings in the
neds. The proportions of male parental feedings dven to each nedling postion were dgnificantly
different (H=16.720, P<0.01, o =3) , by contrag , the proportions of female parental feeding
to each negling postion weren t dgnificantly different (H = 3.557, P > 0. 05, o = 3).
Furthermore, the pattern of food alocation was sgnificantly different between mae and femde
parents. We argue that neglings podtions can dfect their share of parenta resurces and male and
femdl e parents regponse differently to different nestling postionsin neds.
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