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Feeding Nestling in Twite Acanthis flavirostris
at the Haibel Alpine Meadow, Qinhai
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(1. Northwest Plateau Ingtitute d Biology, the Chinese Academy o Sciences, Xining 810001, China;
2. Kunming Ingtitute d Zoology, the Chinese Academy o Sciences, Kunming 650223, China)

Abstract : Data on parental feeding rates of Twite Acanthis flavirostris were collected at Haibel Alpine Meadow Eco-
logica Sysem Sation, the Chinese Academy of Sciences in 3 breeding seasons (May-August) in a period from 1999 to
2001. Usng a closed-circuit televison sysem, which included a camera nearby the nest and a monitor 35 - 40 m away
from the neg , the feeding courses were seen. There were no differences in the feeding rates among the years, and a
no difference between mae and female parents. The total feeding rate of parents did not change with the age of nestlings,
and with time of day, but the rate of maleswas higher than that of femaes before twilight , and reversed during twilight.
The rate of maeswas higher than that of females before 6 daysof nestlings age, and then the rates closed to the same lev-
d. Those sexud differences can be related to the differentiation of roles in rearing nestlings except the feeding: femaes
were exclusvely in charge of keeping warm for and sheltering negtlings from srong sunlight , and removing feces of
neglingsfrom ness. Those results were in keeping with the theory of parenta invesment in monogamous avian.
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