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Diet Composition of Upland Buzzard : Alnalysis on
Somach Content and Food Pellet
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Abstract : Contents of 14 somachs and 118 food pellets were analyzed to trace dietary irformation of upland buzzards
(Buteo hemilasius) living at alpine meadow ecosysem in Maduo County , Qinghai Province. The prey items can be class-
fied into three types: plateau pika (Ochotona curzoniae) , Qinghai vole (Lasiopodomys fuscus) , and small
birds. The resultsindicated that the average occurrence frequencies (p) and biomass ratios (bi) of plateau pika, Qing
ha wole and small birdsin dietsof upland buzzardswere 0. 28, 0. 68 and 0. 04 aswell as0.59, 0.40, and 0. 02 respec-
tively. p and b of the prey itemsinfood pelletswere 0. 70, 0. 27 and 0. 02 aswell as 0.89, 0. 10 and 0. 01 resective-
ly. Analyseson somach contents and food pellets generated significant different pand b §& 2test) , however , both re-
vealed key roles of plateau pika and Qinghai wle in diets of upland buzzards.
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Table 1 Average occurrence frequencies and biomass ratios of

preys in somach contents and food pellets (%)
Prey items Somach content Food pellet
(n=14) (n=118)
Fateau pika pi 0.28 0.70
by 0.59 0.69
Qinghai wole pi 0. 68 0.27
bi 0.39 0.10
Sl birds pi 0.04 0.02
by 0.02 0.01
2 i3

Table 2 Prey compositions of food pellets of upland buzzards collected in Maduo and Haibei County

Pateau zokor Pateau pika Root vole Qinghai wole Smdl birds
pi bi pi bi pi b pi b pi bi
This sudy (n=118) 0.70  89.6 027 9.8 002 0.6
Zhang &Liu (lggé)lf) 9(6;1: 50) 0.07 250 021 430 072 320

1 =267.49, =33.69 (Pateau zokor s average weight =267.4 g, root vole s average weight =

33.69)
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