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Table 2 The measurements of chicken of different age
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AN OBSERVATION ON THE NEST, THE EGG AND THE
CHICKEN OF BLACK-NECKED CRANES

Wang Youhui, Wu Zhikang and Li Zhumei

(Instituze of Biology, Guizhou Academy of Sciences)

Li Dechao and Zhou Zhijun

(Northwest Plateau Institure of Bielogy, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Xining)

This is a special report about the nest, the egg and chicken of Black-necked Cranes. The
results are as follows: :

In accordance with specific conditions of the ground of nest building about Black-necked
Cranes, five sites of situation are given here: (1) some nests are made with the help of island
ground in lake, (2) some nests are rough made on the heap of mud in lake or bubble, (3)
some nests are rough made on the moind of grass in water area, (4) some nests are pain-
stakingly made on the heap of grass in bubble or marsh, (5) some nests are made on the level
ground for temporary living.

About the behavior of nest building of Black-necked Cranes, there are three reflections;
painstaking to make, rough to make and not to make.

During from the end of April to middle of June every year, it is the time for the egg-
laying of brooding Black-necked Crane. The high tide time of egg-laying is in the middle
of May and each weight of 67 eggs is 175—245 g, and size is 95—115X58—67.5mm. The
colour of egg shell is not only ashyis-green and olivaceouishgrey, but also slaty, brownish-isabel-
la and paler rufous-brown; the colour of eggs may change into dark and get red composition
after a long time brooding. This has the role of camouflage.

During from the beginning of June to the middle of July every year, it is the birth time
of chickens. The high tide time of birth is from the middle to the end of June. The measure-
ments of chickens are as follows: the body weight is 105—142 g, body length 170—249 mm,
culmen 21—24mm, wing 27—38 mm, rarsus 43—48 mm.

When the chickens grow up for cne-month in the nature, the measurements . of chickens
are as follows: The body weight is 2,300—2,5G0g, body length 570—640 mm, culmen 583—65
mm, wing 190—240 mm, tarsus 180—190 mm, and the growth speed of them is two-fold of
the artificial brooding and rearing. B

Key words. Nest; Nest building; Egg; Nestling
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