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Fig. 1 The map of geomorphological types around Gyaring Lake and

Ngoring Lake. (According to Jing Ke and You Lianyuan, 1982)
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Fig. 2 Climatic diagram of Madoi County
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Fig. 3 The map of vegetation types and distribution in the
area of Gyaring Lake and Ngoring Lake

JNERRi4g Form. Kobresia pygmacea;

SR EBE ] Form. Kobresia humilis;

RN # TRy Form. Kobresia capillifolia;

JELBCOR B RSE PB4 Form. Poa spp. + Lirtledalea racemosa + Puccinellia spp.;
JONERL B ¥ E LB ) Form. Kobresia pygmaea-Stipa purpurea;

R R TEE F I E LB fg) Form. Kobresia capillifolia-Stipa purpurea;

7.8 BB EFEH Form. Kobresia schoenoides;

8.4 Form. Stipa purpurea;

9. ik S A B BIRM B Form. Androsace tapete + Saussurea spp.

10. B A B HiE Bk Subnival vegetation
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Fig. 4 The diagram of vegetation distribution from south to north around Ngoring Lake.
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VEGETATION TYPES AND DISTRIBUTIONS AROUND
GYARING LAKE AND NGORING LAKE

Peng Min

(Northwest Plateau Institure of Biology, Academia Sinica)

Based on field work, the vegetation types and their distributions in the area of Gvaring
Lake and Ngoring Lake are described in this paper. The main vegeatation types in this area
include:

1. Alpine meadow

(1) Form. Kobresia pygmaca (4500—4800 m)
(2) Form. Kobresia humilis (4500-—4800 m)
(3) Form. Kobresia capillifolia (4500—4700 m)
(4) Form. Poa spp. + Litledalen racemosa+ Puccinellia spp. (4280—4350 m)
(5) Form. Kobresia pygmaea-Stipa purpurea (4300—4500(5000)m)
(6) Form. Kobresia capillifolia-Stipa purpurea (4350-—4500 m)
(7) Form. Kobresia schoenoides (4275—4350(4600)m)
2. Alpine steppe
(8) Form. Stipa purpurea (4500—4800(5000)m)
3. Alpine cushion vegetation
(9) Form. Androsace tapete + Saussurea spp. (4400—4600(4900)m)
4. Subnival vegetation
(10) Form. Saussurca spp. + Arenaria polytrichoides + Androsace rapete (> 4800 m)

The distributions of vegeration are approximately: alpine meadow on the north slope of
Bayan Kala Mountains; alpine steppe and steppe meadow on the south slope of Buqin Mountain;
swamp meadow in the valley and low-lying tefrace and beach; suchion vegetation on the top
of hills and under the subnival vegetation; subnival vegetation under the snowline.

According to the actual investigation and original bibliography, some problems are discussed
as follows:

1. The vegetation shows a tendency to xerophilization in the area of Gyaring Lake and
Ngoring Lake.

2. In this area, vegetational landscape is a transitional form from alpine meadow zone
to alpine steppe zone.

3. With the increase of elevation, the vertical spectrum of vegetation is alpine meadow-
alpine steppe-alpine cushion vegetation-subnival vegetation-nival zone.

4. The plants of genus Kobresia, forming the main types of vegetation in this arca, have the
characteristics of resisting frigid and drought conditions and belong to mesophytes.  The vege-
tation dominanted by Kobresia plants is a zonal one on Qinghai-Xizang Plateau.
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