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Table 1 Comparison of fishes between Namjagbarwa and other regions or water systems of Xizang(Tibet)
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A PRELIMINARY ANALYSIS OF FISH FAUNA OF
NAMJAGBARWA REGION IN XIZANG, CHINA

Wu Yunfei
(Northwest Plateau Institute of Biology, Academia Sinica)

Based upon a large number of fish specimens collected from Namjagharwa Region
of Xizang (Tibet) in 1973 and 1977, the present paper deals with g preliminary analy-
sis of Namjagbarwa fish fauna. This region is situated in the boundaries of Himalayas
and Hengduan Mountains. The natural environmental conditions are complex in the
region and a great gorge of the Yarlung Zangho River is located there. Altogether 15
genera and 22 species of fishes in this region have been determined. They consititute
39.3% of the total number (56 species) of fishes in Xizang and over 80% of fishes from
Yarlung Zangbo River. Hence the species of fishes of Namjagbarwa Region are consi-
dered to be greatly abundant, :

In the Yarlung Zangbo River System of South Slope (South Namjagoarws Region),
from the mouth of Parlung-Yi’ong Zangbo River to Digdong of Medog County, there
are 14 species (including 2 new species of Schizothoraxz) belonging to 12 genera, na-
mely, 11 single species of the genera Sinilebeo, Barbodes, Garra, Psilorhynchus, Glyp-
tosternum, Glyptothorax, Pseudecheneis, Parachlioglanls, Pareuchiloglanis, Ezostoma,
Nemachilus and 3 species of Schizothoraxz. The fishes in South Slope are mostly Indo-
China Mountainous elements. Among which sisorids show a dominant part. In North
Slope (North Namjagbarwa Region), the Yarlung Zangbo River System from Chagla
of Nyingchi County to Pai of Mainling County and Parlung of Bome County, there are
10 species belonging to 7 genera, namely, 3 species of Schizothoraz, 2 species of Trip-
lophysa and 5 single species of the genera Ptychobarbus, Schizopygopsis, Ozygymnocyp-
ris, Pareuchiloglanis and Glyptosternum. They are mainly the endemic elements of
Xizang Plateau belonging to the Plateau elements of Central Asia. Among them the
schizothoracin fishes occupy 52% of the total species. The Rast Slope is Bast Namjag-
barwa Region including the Parlung-Yi’ong Zangbo River System. There are 5 speeies
belonging to 4 genera, namely, 2 species of Triplophysa, 1 species of Schizothoraz Schi-
20pygopsis and Pareuchiloglanis respectively. Among which 4 species belong to the
plateau elements of Central Asia, 1 species of Pareuchiloglanis is Indo-China Moun-
tainous element. Obviously, the East Slope is a transitional zone between North Slope
and South Slope. On the bases of the distributions of fishes and the compositions of
fish fauna, both East Slope and North Slope should be considered as one zoogeographi-
cal unit, so that the present article suggests that the Namjagbarwa Region can be divid-
ed into two infraregions under the Kang-Zing Mountainous Subregion (Li Sizhong,
1981), the Nyingchi-Bome infraregion and Medog infraregion. The natural environ-
ments of South Slope differ from that of North an East Slopes in average altitude, wa-
ter-temperature, eurrent velocity, topography, climate and the habitat. The marked
differences are due to the separate historical developmentg of the various slopes in the
course of Xizang Plateau upheaval, '

Owing to the adaptations to the different environmental conditions over a long pe-
riod of time, some species of North and East Slopes have gradually specialized as en-
demic species of the plateau, moreover, some species of South Slope have differentiated
and formed. A few new species are discoverad. They will be published later,
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