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Growth Analysis of Three Represntative Forages in D ifferent Vertical Zones

of the Southern Foot of East Qilian M ountains
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Abstract: The potted planting experimentsof three forages along the vertical zones of the uthern foot of east Qilian M ountainswere analyzed
The reaults shoved that Festuca sinensis Keng could not geminate and grow at all of the altitudes except in 3400m, while both Elymus nutans
Griseb and Poa crymaophila Keng completed life hisory at the different altitudes Moreover, the aboveground biomass, underground biomass and
otal biomass of Elymus nutans Grise and Poa crymophila Keng descended with altitudes ascended, and that the biomassof the fomer gpecieswas
higher than the latter Plant height and root length of two forageswere different along altitudes ascended, which were highest for both forages in
3400m. Therefore, Elymus nutans Grise and Poa crymophila Kengwere the selected asplating forages in the alpine steppes, while Festuca sinen-
sis Keng required rigorous conditions for growth and was difficult o grow in the this area
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