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Plant community characteristics of plateau pika rathole

hazard zone in head waters region of three rivers
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(1. Northwest Plateau Institute of Biology,Chinese Academy of Science, Xining 810001, Chinaj;

2. University of Graduate,Chinese Academy of Sciences,Beining 100049, China)

Abstract: Based on the vegetation investigation and sampling in the natural Kobresia humilis meadow
and artificial grassland around plateau pika rathole in Maqin County of Guoluo Prefecture, this study pre-
liminarily explored the distribution of the plateau pika and destruction impact on the habitat. The results
showed that the activity of plateau pika had no obvious effect on below-ground biomass (P>>0. 05). The ac-
tivity of plateau pika had no significant effect on the plant community height, cover-degree, aboveground
and underground biomass of degraded natural grassland (P>>0. 05). Integrated the aboveground biomass,
height, cover-degree and bare land area into consideration, the harm of the 2-age-old artificial grassland by
plateau pika was the most serious. The relationship of the single block area of bare land around plateau pika
ratholes was as: 2-year-old artificial grassland > natural Kobresia humilis meadow > 10-year-old artificial
grassland > 12-year-old artificial grassland.
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