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Abstract: Plateau pika ( Ochotona curzoniae) — a native species living at 3000 ~ 5000 m above sea-evel on the Qinghai—
Tibetan Plateau is a typical hypoxia-tolerant mammal. Nitric oxide ( NO)  which has been proved to be a vasodilator
plays important roles in preventing hypoxia-induced hypoxic pulmonary vasoconstriction and pulmonary hypertension under
hypoxia. Inducible nitric oxide synthase ( iNOS) is a key enzymes that catalyzing L-arginine to NO and regulated by hypoxia
stress. In this study the cDNA of iNOS was cloned by RT-PCR and 3’ +apid amplification PCR of ¢cDNA ends (3’ -RACE)
from the lung of plateau pika. The results showed that the length of iNOS ¢DNA of plateau pika was 3981 bp containing an
open reading frame ( ORF) of 3450 bp and encoding 1149 amino acid residues. The deduced amino acid sequence was
highly identical to those of the American pika (98%) followed by rabbit (87%) human (82%) rat (78%) mouse

(78%) dog (82%) and pig (83%) . The typical iNOS domains including oxidase domain reductase domain and FAD

binding site were identified in the iNOS of plateau pika. The molecular phylogenetic trees based on ML and Bayesian meth—

ods showed that pika has a close relationship with rabbit. Three positive selection sites 32T 33Y and 46R  were identified
by the PAML analysis. However the modeling results showed that the evolution of iNOS was mainly under negative selec—

tion suggested that there was no adaptive evolution in plateau pika iNOS. This study laid a foundation for further exploration
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on the expression pattern function and regulatory mechanism of iNOS in plateau pika adapting to high altitude environment.

Key words: plateau pika; inducible nitric oxide synthase ( iNOS) ; ¢DNA clone
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1991; Vincent 1994)
( Nathan & Hibbs Jr 1991; Bogdan

2001) . NO
( soluble guanylyl cyclase SG)
37 57~ ( guanosine 3’ 5’ -eyclic mono—
phosphate ¢cGMP) cGMP
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0. 1% DEPC 1.5 mL 20 /ul. RNA 1 uL  DEPC 7 uL.
RNAVzol 10 min. :65°C 5 min 42°C 60 min 70°C 10 min.
75% c¢DNA 2 -20°C o

(0. 1% DEPC ) RNA 2.2
0. 1% DEPC GenBank ( XM _
Ao a0 1% 004593897. 1) . ( NM _ 000625.4) . (XM _
RNA o 002718780. 1) . ( NM_010927. 3) (NM_
cDNA RevertAid First Strand 012611.3)  iNOS cDNA Primer Primer 5.0

c¢DNA Synthesis Kit( Fermentas)

. 20 pL

( Primer Biosoft USA)

‘1 pg/pl RNA 4 wL.5 x reaction 3’ RACE o
buffer 4 wL.10 mM dNTP Mix 2 pL.100 pM oligo o
(dT) g1 wl~200 /pL M-MLV 1 L. 1o
1 iNOS ¢DNA
Table 1 Primers for cDNA cloning of plateau pika iNOS
(3—5) ( =bp) (C)
Name of primers Sequence of primers Products Annealing temperature
iNOSH —sense CACTGAGCTAGAATCCACAGAAG 438 S8 s
iNOSH -antisense CGTAGCGGATGAGTTGAGTG
iNOS-2-sense CAAAGGAAATAGAAACAACAGGAAC 962 55 5
iNOS2-antisense GTAGTAGAAAGGGGACAGGACG
iNOS-3-sense GATGCCCARCGCTACAACA 1352 50,7
iNOS-3 -antisense GTGATGTCCAGGAAGTAGGTGAG
iNOS4 sense ACCCTGGATGAGAGTGGCA 607 60
iNOS-4 -antisense CCCGAAGTCCTGTGTTTGC
iNOS-5-sense CTGCTTTGTGCGGAGTGC
iNOS-5-antisense CACCTGCTCCTCGCTTAG 457 59
dT-AP CTGATCTAGAGGTACCGGATCCTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
AP CTGATCTAGAGGTACCGGATCC
3’ GSP1 CTGCTTTGTGCGGAGTGC 800 59.7
37 -GSP2 AGCTAGCCGATGAGGTGCTC
2.3 PCR cDNA
Tm RevertAid First Strand ¢cDNA Synthesis Kit( Fermen—
. PCR 50 uL tas) o
¢DNA 1.5 pL 10 x Ex PCR buffer 5 pL. ANTP mix 3°-GSP1  37-GSP2 AP PCR.
(2.5 mM each) 4 Ll Sense/Antisense primer( 10 M) Ex Taq DNA Polymerase( TaKaRa)
1 pL Ex Taq DNA Polymerase (5 U/pL) 0.5 pL Tm PCR
37 wL. PCR 1 94°C o 3’ RACE pGEM-T easy
3 min; 94°C 40 s 58 ~60°C 40 s 72°C
1 min 36 1 72°C 10 min. PCR o
1% DNA Ladder 2.5 c¢DNA N
; DNA
pGEM-T easy DNAMAN 6.0
LB c¢DNA. c¢DNA
2.4 3’RACE ( www. ncbi. nlm. nih. gov ~ www. expasy. org) o
dT-AP oligo( dT) iNOS
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iNOS iN-
0S 89Asn. 110Thr
111 Tyr( N Ser. Lys
Ser) 2,
3.3

Sarcophilus harrisit

Ornithorhynchus anatinus

iNOS Bayes ML
Bayes ML bootstrap ~ (
3 “m/n” m Bayes
n ML bootstrap )
( ) ( )
3.4
Branch model two—ratio
w0 = 0. 14597 wl =
0. 10242 one-ratio w =0. 14279

(P =0.0129) . Branch-site model

2 iNOS

o 22 iN—

0S site model
M3 MO w ;
Mla M2a LRT (P =
0.0018) 3 32T.33Y

46R; M7 M8 5

32T.33Y.46R.64S  T3A( 2) .
4

Leptin ( Yang et al. 2008)

Leptin
( Yang et al. 2011);

(Ge et al. 1998) ; la( HIF-
la) 189( VEGF )
(Li et al. 2009 2013)
NO
NO iNOS
iNOS ¢cDNA

Table 2 Parameter estimates and likelihood ratio test statistics (2A¢) for plateau pika iNOS evolution analysis

Model Parameter estimates InL 2A¢ Positive selection site
Brancl lel ( two-ratio) w0 =0.14597 wl =0. 10242 —-25123.80582 6. 18298 N. A
ranch model ( two-ratio =0. wl =0. 3. P -0.0129 LA
Site model
MO ( one-ratio) w =0.14279 —-25126. 89731 1419.598 N. A.
M3 p0 =0. 58563 pl =0.35076 ( p2 =0.06361) —-24417.09812 P =0.0000 none
w0 =0.01948 wl =0.28257 w2 =0.98076
Mla p0 =0. 82615 ( pl =0. 17385) —-24619. 28605 12. 72798 N. A.
w0 =0.07848 (wl =1.00000) P=0.0017
M2a p0 =0. 82430 pl =0. 17225 p2 =0. 00345 —-24612. 92206 32T 33Y 46R 64S 73A 511K
w0 =0.07881 (wl =1.00000) w2 =4.07225
M7 p=0.30950 q=1.45284 —24427.92941 -575.88 N. A.
M8 p0 =0.99999 ( pl =0.00001) -24715.86965 P =0.0000 14Q 16C 17N 19T 32T 33Y 34V 35L
38P 39V 46R 60A 64S 73A 111Y
275Q 511K 573R 653T 760P 7918
793D 849E 850E 9741.999S 1092H
Branch-site model p=0.66157 q=1.38556 w=2.33116
Model A: alternative p0 =0.82615 pl =0. 17385 «0 =0. 07848 0. 0000 none
(@l =1.00000) @2 = 1. 00000 —24619.28605 b _q g00o
null p0 =0. 82615 pl =0.17385 «0 =0.07848 —-24619. 28607
(wl =1.00000 w2 =1.00000)
InL: i 2AL: InL 2 ;P ;MO M3 4 Mla M2a
M7 M8 2; =50% =95%

InL: log likelihood; 2A€:2 X ( InLl —1nl2) ; P means the probability value test by chi-square under the special degree of freedom ( df) ; the df of MO vs

M3 Mla vs M2a and M7 vs M8 is4 2 and 2
the P=95% were shown in bold
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Human  MACPWKFLFKTKFHQYAMNGEKDINNNVEKAPCATSSPVTQDDLQYHNLSKQQNESPQPLVETGKKSPESLVKLDATPLSSPRHVRIKNW 90
Chiru  MACPWQFLFKIKSQKVDLTTELDINNNVKKGHQPPSSPVTQDDPKRHSPGKHGNESPQPLTGTVKTSPDPLGKLDAPPSACPRHVRIKNW 90
Pika MACPWRFLFKTKSQQCNLTEEKDINNNVGKVTYVLSSPVTQDEPKRHGLGKHHD. . . QPPAVAAEKSPDSLGKLDAPPSACPRHLRIRNW 87
Mouse  MACPWKFLFKVKSYQSDLKEEKDINNNVKKTPCAVLSPTIQDDPKS. . ... HONGSPQLLTGTAQNVPESLDKLHVT. STRPQYVRIKNW 84

Human  GSGMTFQDTLHHKAKGILTCRSKSCLGSIMTPKSLTRGPRDKPTPPDELLPQATEFVNQYYGSFKEAKTEEHLARVEAVTKEIETTGTYQ 180
Chiru  GSGVTFQDTLHQKAKGDLSCKSKSCLASIMNPKSLTIGPRDKPTPPDELLPQAIEFVNQYYGSFKEAKTEEHLARVEAVTKEIETTGTYQ 180
Pika GNGMTLQDTLHLKAKEDSTCKSTYCQGAIMSPKGMTRGPRDRP IPAEELLPQATEFVNQYYGSCKEAKTEEHLARVEAVTKEIETTGTYQ 177
Mouse  GSGEILHDTLHHKATSDFTCKSKSCLGSIMNPKSLTRGPRDKPTPLEELLPHAIEFINQYYGSFKEAKIEEHLARLEAVTKEIETTGTYQ 174

Human  LTGDELIFATKQAWRNAPRCIGRIQWSNLQVFDARSCSTAREMFEHICRHVRYSTNNGNIRSAITVFPQRSDGKHDFRVWNAQLIRYAGY 270
Chiru  LTGDELIFATKQAWRNAPRCIGRIQWSNLQVFDARSCSTAQEMFEHICRHVRYATNNGNIRSAITVEPQRSDGKHDFRVWNAQLIRYAGY 270
Pika LTGDELIFATKQAWRNAPRCIGRIQWSNLQVFDARSCSTAQEMFEHICRHLRYSTNHGNIRSAITVFPQRSDGRHDFRIWNTQLIRYAGY 267
Mouse  LTLDELIFATKMAWRNAPRCIGRIQWSNLQVFDARNCSTAQEMFQHICRHILYATNNGNIRSAITVFPQRSDGKHDFRLWNSQLIRYAGY 264

Human  QMPDGSIRGDPANVEFTQLCIDLGWKPKYGRFDVVPLVLQANGRDPELFEIPPDLVLEVAMEHPKYEWFRELELKWYALPAVANMLLEVG 360
Chiru  QUPDGSIRGDPASVEFTQLCIDLGWKPKYSRFDVLPLVLQADGRDPELFETIPPDLVLEVPMEHPRYEWFRELELKWYALPAVANMLLEVG 360
Pika QVMPDGTIQGDPANAEFTQLCIDLGWKPRFGRFDVLPLVLQANGQDPELFETPPELVLEVPMEHPKYEWFRELELKWYALPAVANMLLEAG 357
Mouse  QMPDGTIRGDAATLEFTQLCIDLGWKPRYGRFDVLPLVLQADGQDPEVFEIPPDLVLEVTMEHPKYEWFQELGLKWYALPAVANMLLEVG 354

Human  GLEFPGCPFNGWYMGTEIGVRDFCDVQRYNILEEVGRRMGLETHKLASLWKDQAVVEINTAVLHSFQKQNVTIMDHHSAAESFMKYMQNE 450
Chiru  GLEFPGCPENGWYMGTEVGVRDFCDVQRYNILEEVGRRMGLETHKLASLWKDRAVVEINVAVLHSFQKQNVTIMDHHSAAESEMKYMQNE 450
Pika GLEFPACPFNGWYMGTEIGARDFCDAQRYNILEEVGRRMGLETHRLASLWKDRAVTEINVAVLHSFQKQNVT IMDHHSAAESFMKHMQSE 447
Mouse  GLEFPACPENGWYMGTEIGVRDFCDTQRYNILEEVGRRMGLETHTLASLWKDRAVTEINVAVLHSFQKQNVTIMDHHTASESFMKHMQNE 444

Human ~ YRSRGGCPADWIWLVPPMSGSITPVFHQEMLNYVLSPEYYYQVEAWKTHVWQDEKRRPKRREIPLKVLVKAVLFACMLMRKTMASRVRVT 540
Chiru  YRSRGGCPADWIWLVPPISGSITPVFHQEMLNYILSPEYYYQVEAWKTHVWQDERRRPQRREIRFKVLIKAVFFASVLMHKAMSSRVRAT 540
Pika YRTRGGCPADWIWLVPPIAGSITPVFHQEMLNYVLSPEYYYQVEAWKTHMWQDERKRPRRRGLKFRVLVRSVLFASVLMRKTMASRIRAT ~ 537
Mouse  YRARGGCPADWIWLVPPVSGSITPVFHQEMLNYVLSPFYYYQTEPWKTHIWQNEKLRPRRRETRFRVLVKVVFFASMLMRKVMASRVRAT 534

Human  ILFATETGKSEALAWDLGALFSCAFNPKVVCMDKYRLSCLEEERLLLVVTSTFGNGDCPGNGEKLKKSLFMLKELNNKFRYAVEGLGSSM 630
Chiru  ILFATETGRSETLAQDLGALFSCAFNPKVLCMDQYQLSHLEEEQLLLVVTSTFGNGDSPGNGEKLKKSLLMLKELTNKFRYAVFGLGSSM 630
Pika ILFATETGKSEALARDLGILFSCAFNPKVLCMDEYRLNSLEQEQLLLVVTSTFGNGDSPGNGEKLKRSLFLLKELTNKFRYAVFGLGSSM 627
Mouse  VLFATETGKSEALARDLATLESYAFNTKVVCMDQYKASTLEEEQLLLVVTSTFGNGDCPSNGQTLKKSLFMLRELNHTFRYAVFGLGSSM 624

Human  YPRFCAFAHDIDQKLSHLGASQLTPMGEGDELSGQEDAFRSWAVQTFKAACETFDVRGKQHIQIPKLYTSNVTWDPHHYRLVQDSQPLDL 720
Chiru  YPQRCAFAHDIDQKLSQLGASQLAPTGEGDELSGQEEAFRSWAVQTFKAACETFDVSGKHHIETIPKLYTSSVTWDPHHYRLVQDSEPLDL 720
Pika YPRECAFAHDVDQKLSHLGASQLTPTGEGDELSGQEDAFRSWAMQTFKAACETFGIRGKDHIHIPKLYTSSVAWEPHHYRLVQGSQPLDL 717
Mouse  YPQFCAFAHDIDQKLSHLGASQLAPTGEGDELSGQEDAFRSWAVQTFRAACETFDVRSKHHIQIPKRFTSNATWEPQQYRLIQSPEPLDL 714

Human  SKALSSMHAKNVETMRLKSRONLQSPTSSRATILVELSCEDGQGLNYLPGEHLGVCPGNQPALVQGILERVVDGPTPHQTVRLEALDESG — 810
Chiru  NKALSSMHAKHVETMRLKSQONLQSPKSSRTTLLVELSCEGSQAPSYLPGEHLGVFPCNQPALVQGILERVVDGPAPHQPVRLETLCENG — 810
Pika RKALSNLHAKNVFTLRLKSLQNLQSPKSSRATFLVQLSWEDSPGPSYLPGEHLGVCPSNQPALVQGILERVVDSPDPHHTVSLETLDESG 807
Mouse  NRALSSTHAKNVFTMRLKSQQNLQSEKSSRTTLLVQLTFEGSRGPSYLPGEHLGIFPGNQTALVQGILERVVDCPTPHQTVCLEVLDESG 804

Human  SYWVSDKRLPPCSLSQALTYFLDITTPPTQLLLQKLAQVATEEPERQRLEALCQ. . PSEYSKWKFTNSPTFLEVLEEFPSLRVSAGFLLS 898
Chiru  SYWVKDKRLPPCSLSQALTYFLDITTPPTQLLLRKLAQLATEEAERQRLETLCQ. . PSDYNKWKFTNSPTFLEVLEEFPSLRVSASFLLS 898
Pika SYWVRDKRLPPCSLSQALTYFLDITTPPTQLLLQKLARLATEEAERQRLLTLSQMQPSEYNKWKLTNSLTLLEVLEEFPSLQVSAAFLLS 897
Mouse  SYWVKDKRLPPCSLSQALTYFLDITTPPTQLQLHKLARFATDETDRQRLEALCQ. . PSEYNDWKFSNNPTFLEVLEEFPSLHVPAAFLLS 892

Human  QLPILKPRFYSISSSRDHTPTETHLTVAVVTYHTRDGQGPLHHGVCSTWLNSLKPQDPVPCFVRNASGFHLPEDPSHPCILIGPGTGIAP 988
Chiru  QLPILKPRYYSISSSRDLTPTEIHLTVAVLTYRTRDGQGPLHHGVCSTWLSSLKPQDPVPCFVRSASGFQLPEDRSHPCILIGPGTGIAP — 988
Pika QLPILKPRYYSISSSQDLTPMEVHLTVAVVTYRPRDGQGPLHHGVCSTWLASLKPQDPVPCEVRSAGGFQLPEDPSLPCILIGPGTGIAP 987
Mouse  QLPILKPRYYSISSSQDHTPSEVHLTVAVVTYRTRDGQGPLHHGVCSTWIRNLKPQDPVPCEVRSVSGFQLPEDPSQPCILIGPGTGIAP 982

Human  FRSFWQQRLHDSQHKGVRGGRMTLVFGCRRPDEDHIYQEEMLEMAQKGYVLHAVHTAYSRLPGKPKVYVQDILRQQLASEVLRVLHKEPGH 1078
Chiru  FRSEWQQRLHEAEHKGLQGGRMTLVFGCRRPEEDHLYWEEMLEMARKGVLHEVHTAYSRLPDQPKVYVQDILRQRLVGEVLRVLHEEQGH 1078
Pika FRGFWQQRLYDSANTGLRGGRMILVSGCRHPEEDHLYWEEELEMMQKGVLHDVHTAYSRLPGQPKVYVQDLLRQKLADEVLRVLLEAPGH 1077
Mouse  FRSEWQQRLHDSQHKGLKGGRMSLVFGCRHPEEDHLYQEEMQEMVRKRVLFQVHTGYSRLPGKPKVYVQDILQKQLANEVLSVLHGEQGH ~— 1072

Human ~ LYVCGDVRMARDVAHTLKQLVAAKLKLNEEQVEDYFFQLKSQKRYHEDIFGAVFPYEAKKDRVAVQ. PSSLEMSAL 1153
Chiru  LYVCGDVRMARDVAHTLKQLVATALSLNEEQVEDYFFQLKSQKRYHEDIFGAVEPYEMKKDGAAPSDPRALGANRS 1154

Pika  IYVCGGVGMARDVAHTLKQLVAAKLGLSEEQVEDYFFRLKSQKRYHEDIFGAAFPYEVKKEGAARQ. PGNTKL. .. 1149
Mouse  LYICGDVRMARDVATTLKKLVATKLNLSEEQVEDYFFQLKSQKRYHEDIFGAVESYGAKKGSALEE. PKATRL. .. 1144
2 . :NP_000616.3) . : AAM11887) ( : XP_005963745. 1) iNOS
iNOS

Fig. 2 Comparison of amino acid sequences of iNOS among plateau pika human ( GenBank accession No. NP_000616. 3)
mouse ( GenBank accession no. AAM11887) and chiru ( GenBank accession no. XP_005963745. 1)

Same residues are shown in grey and mutations in plateau pika iINOS compared with other mammals are shown in bold
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