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Abstract: Haibei A IpineM eadow Ecosystan Research Stationw ith the Chinese A cademy of Sciences conducted
an investigation of the plant community and il environrment factorsof a Potentilla f ruticosa shrub meadow, a
K obresia humilismeadow and a svanp meadow. Results show that the annual above-ground biomassof the K.
hum ilismeadow reached 339 594 g/m?, that of the svamp meadow, 332 358 g/m?’, and of the P. f ruticosa
shrub meadow, 278 299 g/m?* The rate of lar energy utilization of the K. humilismeadow was Q 099%, of
the svamp meadow, Q 091%, and of the P. f ruticosa shrub meadow, Q 075%. Therew ere 54 gecies in the
plant community of the K. humilismeadow, 47 eciesin the community of the P. f ruticosa shrub meadow, and
24 pecies in the svamp meadow. The il tenperaturew ithin 0 20 an depth of the K. hum ilismeadow w as
higher than that of the P. f ruticosa shrub meadow at the same depth, but the il humidity density of the two
was the reverse To sum up, the il of K. humilismeadow boasted higher temperature and low er humidity
than those of the P. f ruticosa shrub meadow, w hile the il of the svanp meadow had the highest hum idity of
saturation but the low est temperature
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Table 1 Investigation of plant community of the three vegetation types
Potentilla f ruticosa shrub K dbresia hum ilism eadow Svanp meadow
Species RH (%) RC(%) RW (%) RH (%) RC(%) RW (%) RH (%) RC(%) RW (%)
Relative Relative Relative mportant Relative Relative Relative mportant Relative Relative Relative Mportant
heigh mverage weigh a i a i e j i o
Elymus nutans 8 66 910 13 90 10 55 6 88 6 79 8 30 732 18 61 392 361 871
Stipa aliena 10 56 10 79 26 44 15 93 7 84 13 60 28 59 16 68
Festuca ovina 321 2 69 671 420 4 49 417 7 88 551 34 78 155 Q33 12 22
Festuca rubra 321 2 69 671 420 6 60 10 41 15 83 10 95
K oeleria cristata 6 50 272 232 385 454 226 211 297 6 76 170 Q23 2 90
Poa orinosa 9 90 4 09 513 6 37 5091 433 328 451 11 89 332 1 60 5 60
C. moorcrapt 2 88 2 52 378 3 06 3 67 2 87 213 289 776 22 13 24 85 18 25
Carex Pamirensis 62 36 63 21 53 46 59 68
K obresia humiilis 2 47 7 52 6 19 539 19 13 35 25 68 90 41 09
K obresia tibetica 21 88 47 83 58 83 42 85
Saussurea superba 227 359 105 230 235 208 6 76 373
Saussurea kokonorensis 378 418 248 348 4 65 712 11 69 7 82
Saussurea stilla 1093 18 58 14 53 11 68
Taraxacum leucanthum 565 339 223 376 2 56 194 119 190
Taraxacum mongolicum 211 152 217 193
A ster f laccidus 312 991 6 45 6 49 390 6 45 4 54 4 96 212 6 04 Q 53 290
L eontgpodium nanum 125 7 05 79% 541 Q83 2 48 146 159
Gentiana aristata 4 03 7 69 2 08 4 60 344 119 Q 47 170
Gentiana f arreri 234 142 171 182
Gentiana pathulif olia 251 102 Q 50 134
Thalictrum alpinum 269 392 33 332 179 14 Q 86 135
A stragalus tanguticas 307 197 149 218 297 117 Q79 164
Potentilla nivea 207 4 66 380 351 182 142 Q28 117
Potentilla anserine 190 345 301 279 2 64 159 Q 51 158
Potentilla bif urca 216 141 Q 48 135 235 111 Q71 139
Scirpus distigmaticus 5 37 126034 232 4 68 222 589 4 26 7 05 6 04 176 4 95
Stellariamedia 279 116 Q 45 147 212 Q59 Q41 104 155 470 Q 04 210
Galium verum 578 2 06 135 3 06
Polygonum viviparum 591 5 53 530 558

Polygonum sibiricum
Ranunculus pulchellus 6 95 330 Q34 3 53

341 Q 87 Q55 161 219 Q 69 026 105
271 129 Q79 1 60 113 121 Q07 Q 80
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1
Potentilla f ruticosa shrub K obresia hum ilism eadow Sy anp meadow )
Species RH (%) RC(%) RW (%) RH (%) RC(%) RW (%) RH (%) RC(%) RW (%)
Relative Relative Relative mportant Relative Relative Relative mportant Relative Relative Relative mportant
height mverage weight value height mverage weight value height cmverage weight value
H alerpestes tricupis 314 Q 42 Q13 123
H alerpestas ruthenica 282 161 Q25 1 56 272 Q53 Q36 153
Gueldenstaedtis diversif olia 1 62 160 Q61 128 234 513 151 299
Gentiana stram inea 240 106 Q 46 131 4 52 118 2109 12 50
Ajania tenuif olia 2 87 194 143 208 313 167 Q 44 175
Pedicularis kansuensis 331 194 119 215 191 0 86 Q 40 106 Q99 8 05 Q 46 317
b omis Pedicularislongif lora var. 917 21 63 2% o1 19 24
Oxytrgpis ochrocegphala 4 35 6 66 7 67 6 23 2 85 6 98 6 78 5 54
Oxytrgpis kansuensis 4 64 8 10 24 45 12 40
M edicago ruthenica 310 284 704 433 249 5 06 6 77 477
Canastana pulmonarium 19 04 Q 50 Q08 6 54
Anaphalis lacteal 265 367 366 333 161 208 0 82 150
Thalictrum alpinum 2 03 Q 98 Q 07 103 2 45 Q71 Q18 111
M orina chinensis 6 74 3 56 19 4 08
N otgp terygium f orbesiide 2 59 283 270 271 134 119 Q09 Q87
K obresia capillif olia 4 50 8 07 12 22 8 26
H elictotrichon tibeticum 15 84 6 41 20 03 14 09
V eronica didyma 181 Q76 Q31 Q 9 195 Q44 013 Q84
L ancea tibetica Q72 378 279 243 Q78 132 1 06 105
Purpurea yedoensis Q55 Q85 Q29 0 56 Q44 113 Q76 Q78 Q 62 11 75 Q 87 4 41
L igularia virgaurea 379 3 58 4 65 401 3418 3034 2312 29 21
A nemone obtusiloba 185 343 146 245 219 345 190 251
Geranium py lzav ianum 4 40 2 58 186 295 214 Q 80 Q 08 101
Sw ertia p rzew alskii 290 155 Q70 172
Sw ertia tetrap tera 599 230 212 347 570 2 47 116 31 19 04 6 04 Q 47 8 52
Euphrasia tatarica 5 02 243 158 301 595 359 187 380
Saussurea nigrescens 410 7 61 522 5 64 328 10 17 14 81 9 42
Glaux maritime 192 Q14 158 121 184 0 80 Q13 Q 92
D eyeuxia arundinacea 9 48 219 175 4 47 4 58 1 56 137 2 50
Gentiangpsis paludIsa 6 40 524 203 4 56
G bungei steud Q74 Q 07 Q01 Q 27
L onicera tibetica 165 133 165 154
Parnassia trinervis 230 2 37 Q 64 177 9 03 Q70 Q33 33
Iris potaninii 4 58 111 129 233
H ippuris vulgaris 26 43 12 94 17 06 18 81
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Table 2 A nnual above-ground net biomass and rate of solar energy utilization of the three vegetation types
V egetation type Potentilla f ruticosa shrub meadow K obresia humilismeadow  Svanp meadow
(g/mz- a) A bove-ground biomass 278 299 339 594 339 358
(M J/g) V alue of dry material ash per gram Q 0178 Q 0194 Q 0177
(M J/m?2- a) V alueof wlar energy accumulation 4 953 6 588 6 007
(M J/m?- a) Gross radiation of slar 6637 02 6637 02 6637 02
(%) Efficiency of photosynthesis effect Q 075 Q 099 Q 091
224
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