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Food Habits of Ochotona koslowi
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Abstract: Kozlov’ s Pika, Ochotona koslowi is a rare endangered and the most ancestral lagomorph species in
Ochotona genus. Little is known about the survival status as well as the biological characteristics of this species since
it was named in 1894 . In this study, we studied its feeding habits by analyzing the contents of gastric and colon
collected from 13 individuals and 60 feces samples from the trapping regions in Northern Tibet during October and
November,2007. A total of 15 plant species were identified, belonging to 6 distinct families including Leguminosae,
Chenopodiaceae , Cyperaceae, Gramineae, Cruciferae and Compositae that constituted 39.44% , 36.00% , 16.42%,
3.75%, 2.67% and 1.25% of all recognizable plant tissue debris, respectively . Leguminous plants were preferred by
Kozlov’s Pika.
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Table 1 Diet composition of Ochotona koslowi in Northern-Tibet Region, China
BEEY BAEYW(%) EHAEY (%) ¥ (%)
Forage species Stomach centents (n = 13) Colon contents (n =13) Fecal content (n = 60)
KA Gramineae 1.781.21 1.84+0.78 3.75:0.47
B=F Trisetum spicatum 1.57+1.15 1.42+0.74 1.74+£0.23
£+3¥ Stipa spp. 0.22+0.06 0.42£0.08 2.01£0.27
BB Cyperaceae 8.58 +5.57 12.76 +4.32 16.42+1.37
HREE Carex moorcroftii 8.43+£5.37 11.99+4.35 13.73+£1.53
HAEE C. ivanovae 0.15+0.06 0.77+0.16 2.69+0.36
E#l Leguminosae 49.32 + 10.67 54.34+9.89 39.44 +3.78
BT Oxytropis folcata 39.53+9.39 40.17+9.38 30.13+2.92
KIREE Astragalus handersonii 0.16+0.06 0.24+0.08 0.52+0.08
AT 0. densa 5.51+£3.16 11.54 £ 6.99 6.53+1.34
NS 0. glacialis 4.12+1.89 2.38+1.24 2.25+0.44
H# Compositae - - 1.06 +0.16
BB H Ajania khartensis - - 1.25+0.18
+ 4R Cruciferae ~ - 2.67+0.32
#IF Hedinia tibetica - - 0.68x0.09
EEWFEIF Dilophia salsa - - 0.60+0.08
W BRI Neotorularia humilis - - 0.83+0.10
KEBEAR Ligusticum thomsonii - - 0.29+0.04
B H It Dimorphostemon pinnatu - - 0.28+0.05
FHFL Chenopodiaceae 36.49+9.19 30.02+£9.63 36.00+3.29
HORIEBFE Ceratoides compacta 36.49+9.19 30.02+9.63 36.00+£3.29
AR H] Unidentifiable plant 2.06+0.16 1.04+£0.17 0.46+0.04
2.06+£0.16 1.04 +0.17 0.46+0.04

“_TRIRNE DB A TERE G PRI B, “ — "Means no contents detected .
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Explanation of Plate

1 — 4. Analysis samples in a high frequency epidermal fragments of plant, x 20; 5 — 8.The reference photos of epidermis, x 20; 5. Ceratoides

compacta ; 6. Oxytropis falcate ; 7. Carex moorcroftii; 8. O . densa .






