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A Review of the cause of rangeland degradation on Qinghai- Tibet Plateau
CUI Qing-hu'? , JIAN G Zhi-gang® , L IU Ji-ke' , SU Jian-ping'
(1 Northwest Plateau Institute of Biology , Chinese Academy of Sciences, Xining 810008 ,China;
2 Bioengineering Department of Zhengzhou University , Zhengzhou 450001 ,China;
3 Institute of Zoology , Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing 100080 ,China;

4. College of Life Science, Zhejiang University , Hanzhou 310027 ,China)

Abgtract : The principal factors causng Qinghai- Tibet Plateau grassand degradation includes climate,
wild life and human activities Temperature and precipitation are the main elements within climatic

Short term climatic change is not the main factor inducing grassand degradation From long run, in-
teraction between climate change and grassland degradation can induce the deterioration of grasdand
ecological system Small mammals are the principal element affecting grasdand, and their damage
mainly depend on the population densties The impact of large, wild herbivores on grassland should
not beignored Livestock overgrazingisanother mainfactor , to some extent , grazing intensity direct-
ly determines the degree of grasdand degradation Although the main causes of grassand degradation
vary across different regions, the main causes of grasdand degradation in Qinghai- Tibet Plateau are
overgrazing and population eruptions of small mammals Things should be concerned in grasdand re-
habilitation and management were presented in alluson to the cause of degradation
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