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FORAGING BEHAVIOR OF OCHOTONA CURZONI AL AND
OCHTONA DAURICA AND THEIR ADAPTATION TO HABITAT

FAN Naichang ZHANG Daochuan
(Northwest Plateau Irtitute of Biology, Academia Sixica, Xirning, 810001)

Abstract

Studies of foragiﬁg behavior for 0. curzoniae, O. daurica and of their behavioral
adaptation to their habitats were carried out by direct observation of marked pikas of
free living individuals at Niannuosoma area of Gangcha county, Qinghai province.

Both pikas exhibit the same time rank of behavioral patterns of foraging behavioral
Chain ; feed >defence>locomotion. Time of spending defence by O. curzoniae was mote
than of O. daurica, however, time of O. daurica spending forage was more than that of._
0. curzoniae.

0. curzomiae cut high plants in its microhabitat in order to keep the open field of vi-
sion for defence enemy, and O. daurica made use of the high plants in microhabitat for
hidden itself when it met with a predator.

The results showed that two species of pikas provided behavior flexibility to adapt
their habitats, habitat selection of the Pikas were enhanced by predation risk.

Key words Ocholona curzontae; O. daurica; Foraging behavior; Habitat



