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VEGETATION AND ALTITUTE GRADIENT IN SOUTHERN PART OF
QINGHAI LAKE BASIN

Huai Huyin and Zhou Lihua
(Northwest Plateau Institute of Biology,Academia Sinica,Xining 810001)

Abstract
There are three main vegetation types in the studyed area,they are warm steppe,
alpine shrub and alpine meadow. The warm steppe is distributed mainly on the east part
of the shore;the alpine shrub is distributed between 3400— 3700 m above sea level ;and
the alpine meadow is distributed widely in the west part, there are also have alpine
meadow on the east part above 3700 m. The shapes of dominant species responsing
curves to altitute gradient are “Bell-shaped”. The shapes of the variations of and diversi-

ties along altitute gradient are "bell-shaped”,at about 3400 m above sea level,they
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show the boggest values. The water and theat conditions and their combination are likely
the main factors affecting the characteristics and distribution of vegetation in the
studyed region.

Key words the southern part of Qinghai lake basin,vegetation,dominant species,com-

munity diversity,altitute gradient
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Fig.1 Importance values of dominant species
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Fig. 2 Importance values of dominant species in alpine shrub with altitute gradient

A.Eastern transect B. Western transect

1. Salix oritrepha 2. Potentilla fruticosa 3.Caragana jubata
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